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Newport News Seeks Delegates and Hosts

for Exchanges with 3 International Sister Cities
Sister Cities of Newport News will host “Exchange Interest Meetings” on Sunday, November 1, from 3-5 pm; and on Thursday, November 5, from 7-9 pm.  The organization is seeking participants for three international exchange opportunities in 2010, including an adult exchange to Greifswald, Germany and youth (8th grade through college students) exchange trips to Neyagawa, Japan and Taizhou, China. Dates of travel are not yet confirmed but are expected to be in June or July for the youth delegates. The meetings will be held in the James Room in the Waterworks building in City Center, located at 700 Town Center Drive.

“Interest Applications” will be handed out at the meetings to those who are interested in serving as citizen diplomats. “We want to give the public time to consider these exciting opportunities,” states Neyagawa Committee Chair, and NNPS Principal, Sherry Wolfson. “If the delegates are aware of the fees early, there is more time for them to secure funds for the trips. Some might even choose to start their fundraising during the holiday season and forgo gifts from family in lieu of donations to their travel funds.” Costs of the exchanges include passports, airfare and spending money, and have traditionally averaged around $1,500 per person. The “host city” provides accommodations (usually “homestays” with local families), tours and most meals. Visits average between 10- 12 days.

Both adult and student delegates will be required to participate in local Sister City programming upon their return. “It is important that those selected for travel represent Newport News, both abroad and when they return, notes Sister Cities’ Executive Director, Kate Helwig. “We know every citizen can’t visit our Sister Cities, but the whole community can still benefit from our exchanges through the experiences delectates share when they return.”

Citizens who have traveled on previous Sister city exchanges will be at the meetings to discuss their experiences and the type of stay travelers can expect in each city. Sister Cities of Newport News members will also be on hand to talk to citizens who are interested in hosting an international delegate in their home. Opportunities for hosting are anticipated in the fall of 2010.

Interest applications can also be downloaded at www.sistercities-nn.com or requested by calling the SCNN office at 757-926-1348.
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